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Mini Boys were divided into two age groups. Below is a breakdown of the Mini Boys Divisions with respect to number of 
players and number of teams.  
 

Age 
Group 

Number of 
Players  

Number of 
Teams 

Average 
Players/Team 

Change From 2018 
(Player #’s) 

Change From 2018 (%) 

U9 Boys  
10 13 

  
U10 Boys 133 -34 -20.4% 
U11 Boys  

10 17 
  

U12 Boys 168 44 26.2 
Total 301 20   15.1 

 
 

*U9-U10 Boys were combined to form U10 Boys in 2019 
*U11-U12 Boys were combined to U12 Boys in 2019 
 
From the table above, our total registration numbers were higher than last year for the U9 to U12 Boys (all divisions 
included). Our numbers were slightly lower at the U9-U10 Boys combined division and higher for the U11-U12 Boys 
combined division.  
 
A. Team Formation: 

Team formation for the U9 to U12 Boys was easier to do this year. This was partly due to our “special request” policy, 
especially when requesting to play with friends. Friend requests were given only if both friends requested to play on 
the same team and/or for carpooling reasons. 
 
This year, the U11 and U12 Boys divisions were combined because of the low number of players at the U11 and U12 
Boys divisions. All teams had U11 and U12 players. 
 
This year, the U9 and U10 Boys divisions were combined as well to have a certain number of teams. If the 2 age 
groups would not have been combined, one division would have had only 3 teams and the other 7 teams. When 
combined, the U9-U10B division had 10 teams. All teams had U9 and U10 players. 

 
B. Coach Recruiting: 

Coach recruiting at the U9-U12 Boys is always a challenge every year.  
 

By equipment distribution day, all teams had coaches or people sharing coaching and/or managing responsibilities. 
By the start of the season all U9 to U12 Boys teams had coaches or had someone to take care of the teams. 

 
C. Participation to the OISC (Ottawa International Soccer Club) Festival for the U10 and U12 Boys divisions 

The Dragons Organization was offered by the OISC DSP Festival organizers to participate in their U9 Boys and U12 
Boys Festival in July and August.  

 
U9 Boys Festivals 
All U10B teams were invited to participate in the OISC DSP Festival in June regardless of the age of the players. 
 

OISC DSP Festivals Number of Teams Number of players 
July 7 5 44 

August 10 1 8 
Total 6 52 

Age 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

 
2018 

 
*2019 

U9 Boys 144 117 96 112 105 141 116 81 145 86 87  

U10 Boys 116 119 93 77 92 89 133 103 73 92 80 133 

U11 Boys 96 102 106 103 84 97 80 105 90 60 88  

U12 Boys 100 86 100 77 101 63 81 75 80 67 36 168 

Total 456 424 395 369 382 390 410 364 388 305 291 301 

Overall % 
Change 

5.31 -7.02 -6.84 -6.58 3.52 2.09 .5.13 -11.22 6.59 -21.39 -4.59 15.1 
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A total of five (5) U10B Dragons teams (for a total of 44 players) participated in the OISC DSP U9 Boys Festival in July. 
All teams had lots of fun playing with teams that they never played before. The Dragons teams were very strong 
compared to the teams that they played in the July Festival. So, it was decided by the OISC DSP Festival organizers and 
the Dragons U9-U12 Boys Director to make teams with only U9 players for the August Festival. 
 
Players (U9 players only) from several teams were interested in participating in 2019 OISC DSP Festival on August 10. 
These players were combined to form one (1) team, so they could participate in the Festival. The team was composed of 
8 players. The Dragons team played teams that they never played before during this Festival.  
 
The team had lots of fun at the Festival. The U10B team that participated in the OISC DSP Festival in August was still 
quite strong compared to the teams that they played but the team was a better match for OISC teams. 
 
U12 Boys Festivals 
 

OISC DSP Festivals Number of Teams Number of players 
July 6 4 45 

August 11 3 39 
Total 6 84 

 
A total of four (4) U12B Dragons teams (for a total of 45 players) participated in the OISC DSP U12 Boys Festival in July. 
All teams had lots of fun playing with teams that they never played before. The Dragons teams were quite evenly matched 
with OISC teams. 
 
A total of three (3) U12B Dragons teams (for a total of 39 players) participated in the OISC DSP U12 Boys Festival in 
August. All teams had lots of fun playing with other teams that they never played before. The Dragons teams were evenly 
matched with OISC teams. 
 
D. Soccer Day 2019: 

Soccer Day 2019 for the U9B-U12B was held on August 24, 2019 at the Hornets Nests fields and went very well. All 
teams played 2 games on that day.  
 
The teams were paired according to the standings (kept by the Dragons only) at the end of the season. All the 
players, coaches and supporters had fun on that day. Most coaches and parents were pleased by the pairing of the 
teams. 
 
At the end of the day, all the U9B-U12B players received a medal for their participation in the 2019 soccer season. 

 
E. Comments from coaches and parents: 

During the season, some coaches and parents came to me with the following comments and/or suggestions: 
 

1. Rough playing 
Some teams were playing rough. This is an issue that comes up every year, especially with the boys. 

 
Communications with the coaches of the teams were made to inform the coaches to monitor this issue during 
their games and to act accordingly as soon as roughness was noticed by some players. 
We try to monitor more of the games in the future to make sure that everyone enjoys soccer. We will also ask the 
referees to monitor the rough play as well. 
 

2. Referees  
Some people reported that the referees were not calling fouls. 

 
Referees for these age group are young referees that are just starting to referee. We will try to mentor these 
young referees more in the future to make sure that the laws of the game are enforced during the games.  
 

3. Team formation 
Every year, some coaches and parents notice that some of the teams are very strong compared to other teams. 
The teams at the U9-U10 Boys and U11-U12 Boys are made according to the following criteria: 
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a. Zones 
Players are first group according to the area that they live. The Dragons have 5 zones.  
  
b. Friend requests 
Once players are group according to their zone, then the players are group according to friend request(s) made 

by the parents.  
 
In order the friend request to be granted to a player, both players (player and friend) need to request one another.  
 
c. Number of players per team 
The number of players per team can vary from one zone to another. Every effort is made to have teams with 

about the same number of players. 
 
The maximum number of players per team vary per age group. 
 
For U9-U10 Boys, the maximum number of players per team is 15 players. 
For U11-U12 Boys, the maximum number of players per team is 19 players. 
 
We make every effort to reach this maximum number of players on each team while trying to have an even 
number of teams. 
 
Some people think that the number of players per team is too high but during the months of July and August they 
noticed that the number of players available for games can be very low. Then, the coaches appreciate having this 
number of players on their team. 
 

 
4. Comments from parents done through a survey  

 
a. Preferred options 

When parents are asked if they would like balanced teams or playing close to their living area (zone), a great 
majority of parents answer that they prefer having their child play close to their home and with friends (priority 
one) than having balanced teams. 
 
Every year the teams are done preferably by zoning (first), then friend requests (second) and we try to put the 
maximum allowable number of players on each team. After going through this process of forming teams, it is 
very difficult to balance the teams in terms of the force of each team. We try our best to have teams that are 
balanced but it is very difficult when considering the criteria used. 
 

 
F. Conclusion 

Overall, the 2019 season was quite a success at the U9B-U12B divisions. The philosophy of the LTPD is still well 
received by the coaches and parents. The players learned soccer skills while having lots of fun with friends. 
 
Some players had a chance to participate in Festivals. This gave them a chance to play teams from other 
organizations.  
 
I would like to thank all the people and volunteers for their hard work in making this 2019 Summer soccer season 
happen. It takes a lot of people, time and dedication to make sure that the players and parents enjoy themselves.  
 
Also, I would like to thank all board members and our Office staff for their hard work in making this soccer season an 
enjoyable one. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michel Beaulieu 
Age Group Director U9-U12 Boys  
Gloucester Dragons Recreational Soccer 


